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the cemetery superintendent with a 
complete description of the privilege 
desired and a map showing the location 
of the project on the roadway in ques-
tion. The superintendent will forward 
the application and inclosures with his 
comments and recommendation to 
Headquarters, Department of the 
Army. 

§ 553.13 Standards of construction, 
maintenance, and operations. 

The following standards of the De-
partment of the Army will be observed 
in the development, operation, mainte-
nance, administration, and support of 
Army national cemetries and will be 
considered in relation to budgetary re-
views within the Department of the 
Army: 

(a) As permanent national shrines 
provided by a grateful nation to the 
honored dead of the Armed Forces of 
the United States, the standards for 
construction, maintenance, and oper-
ation of Army national cemeteries will 
be commensurate with the high pur-
pose to which they are dedicated. 

(b) Structures and facilities provided 
for Army cemetaries will be permanent 
in nature and of a scope, dignity, and 
aesthetic design suitable to the pur-
pose for which they are intended. 

(c) Cemeteries will be beautified by 
landscaping and by means of special 
features based on the historical as-
pects, location, or other factors of 
major significance. 

(d) Accomodations and services pro-
vided to the next of kin of the honored 
dead and to the general public will be 
of high order. 

§ 553.14 Authority for interments. 
The Act of 14 May 1948 (62 Stat. 234), 

as amended by the Act of 14 September 
1959 (73 Stat. 547; 24 U.S.C. 281), and 
other laws specifically cited in this 
part authorize burial in Arlington and 
Soldiers’ Home National Cemeteries 
under such regulations as the Sec-
retary of the Army may, with the ap-
proval of the Secretary of Defense, pre-
scribe. 

§ 553.15 Persons eligible for burial in 
Arlington National Cemetery. 

(a) Any active duty member of the 
Armed Forces (except those members 

serving on active duty for training 
only). 

(b) Any retired member of the Armed 
Forces. A retired member of the Armed 
Forces, in the context of this para-
graph, is a retired member of the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, 
Coast Guard, or a Reserve component 
who has served on active duty (other 
than for training), is carried on an offi-
cial retired list, and is entitled to re-
ceive retired pay stemming from serv-
ice in the Armed Forces. If, at the time 
of death, a retired member of the 
Armed Forces is not entitled to receive 
retired pay stemming from his service 
in the Armed Forces until some future 
date, the retired member will not be el-
igible for burial. 

(c) Any former member of the Armed 
Forces separated for physical disability 
prior to 1 October 1949 who has served 
on active duty (other than for training) 
and who would have been eligible for 
retirement under the provisions of 10 
U.S.C. 1201 had that statute been in ef-
fect on the date of his separation. 

(d) Any former member of the Armed 
Forces whose last active duty (other 
than for training) military service ter-
minated honorably and who has been 
awarded one of the following decora-
tions: 

(1) Medal of Honor. 
(2) Distinguished Service Cross (Air 

Force Cross or Navy Cross). 
(3) Distinguished Service Medal. 
(4) Silver Star. 
(5) Purple Heart. 
(e) Persons who have held any of the 

following positions, provided their last 
period of active duty (other than for 
training) as a member of the Armed 
Forces terminated honorably: 

(1) An elective office of the United 
States Government. 

(2) Office of the Chief Justice of the 
United States or of an Associate Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

(3) An office listed in 5 U.S.C. 5312 or 
5 U.S.C. 5313. 

(4) The Chief of a mission who was at 
any time during his tenure classified in 
class I under the provisions of 411 of 
the Act of 13 August 1946, 60 Stat. 1002, 
as amended (22 U.S.C. 866, 1964 ed.). 
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(f) Any former prisoner of war who, 
while a prisoner of war, served honor-
ably in the active military, naval, or 
air service, whose last period of active 
military, naval, or air service termi-
nated honorably and who died on or 
after November 30, 1993. 

(1) The term ‘‘former prisoner of 
war’’ means a person who, while serv-
ing in the active military, naval, or air 
service, was forcibly detained or in-
terned in line of duty— 

(i) By an enemy government or its 
agents, or a hostile force, during a pe-
riod of war; or 

(ii) By a foreign government or its 
agents, or a hostile force, under cir-
cumstances which the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs finds to have been 
comparable to the circumstances under 
which persons have generally been 
forcibly detained or interned by enemy 
governments during periods of war. 

(2) The term ‘‘active military, naval, 
or air service’’ includes active duty, 
any period of active duty for training 
during which the individual concerned 
was disabled or died from a disease or 
injury incurred or aggravated in line of 
duty, and any period of inactive duty 
training during which the individual 
concerned was disabled or died from an 
injury incurred or aggravated in line of 
duty. 

(g) The spouse, widow or widower, 
minor child and, at the discretion of 
the Secretary of the Army, unmarried 
adult child of any of the persons listed 
above. 

(1) The term ‘‘spouse’’ refers to a 
widow or widower of an eligible mem-
ber, including the widow or widower of 
a member of the Armed Forces who 
was lost or buried at sea or officially 
determined to be permanently absent 
in a status of missing or missing in ac-
tion. A surviving spouse who has re-
married and whose remarriage is void, 
terminated by death, or dissolved by 
annulment or divorce by a court with 
basic authority to render such decrees 
regains eligibility for burial in Arling-
ton National Cemetery unless it is de-
termined that the decree of annulment 
or divorce was secured through fraud 
or collusion. 

(2) An unmarried adult child may be 
interred in the same grave in which the 
parent has been or will be interred, 

provided that child was incapable of 
self-support up to the time of death be-
cause of physical or mental condition. 
At the time of death of an adult child, 
a request for interment will be sub-
mitted to the Superintendent of Ar-
lington National Cemetery. The re-
quest must be accompanied by a nota-
rized statement from an individual who 
has direct knowledge as to the marital 
status, degree of dependency of the de-
ceased child, the name of that child’s 
parent, and the military service upon 
which the burial is being requested. A 
certificate of a physician who has at-
tended the decedent as to the nature 
and duration of the physical and/or 
mental disability must also accompany 
the request for interment. 

(h) Widows or widowers of service 
members who are interred in Arlington 
National Cemetery as part of a group 
burial may be interred in the same 
cemetery but not in the same grave. 

(i) The surviving spouse, minor child, 
and, at the discretion of the Secretary 
of the Army, unmarried adult child of 
any person already buried in Arlington. 

(j) The parents of a minor child or 
unmarried adult child whose remains, 
based on the eligibility of a parent, are 
already buried in Arlington National 
Cemetery. 

[42 FR 25725, May 19, 1977, as amended at 59 
FR 60559, Nov. 25, 1994] 

§ 553.15a Persons eligible for 
inurnment of cremated remains in 
Columbarium in Arlington National 
Cemetery. 

(a) Any member of the Armed Forces 
who dies on active duty. 

(b) Any former member of the Armed 
Forces who served on active duty 
(other than for training) and whose 
last service terminated honorably. 

(c) Any member of a Reserve compo-
nent of the Armed Forces, and any 
member of the Army National Guard or 
the Air National Guard, whose death 
occurs under honorable conditions 
while he is on active duty for training 
or performing full-time service; per-
forming authorized travel to or from 
that duty or service; or is on author-
ized inactive duty training including 
training performed as a member of the 
Army National Guard or the Air Na-
tional Guard. Also included are those 
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